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that of the discontented farmers who form such a large part
of the American electorate and whose own economic grievances
the political parties have so often smothered. For the first
time in the history of American politics, the clear political pos-
sibility exists of an alliance between the representatives of
agrarian and industrial discontent. A national Labor party
which emphatically repudiates revolutionary socialism and which
commits itself to an experimental programme of industrial and
agrarian co-operative democracy, re-enforced by democratic
community organization and so far as necessary by direct trade-
union action, has become a necessary and a salutary agency
of American social progress.

SHOULD A POLITICAL LABOR PARTY BE
FORMED?1

The following address by President Gompers was fully con-
sidered by the executive council of the American Federation of
Labor and unanimously indorsed. The address expresses the
judgment of the executive council to protect and to promote the
best interests of the workers and of the labor movement of
America. It conforms to the letter and spirit of the provisions
of the constitution of the American Federation of Labor, Article
III, section 8:

'Tarty politics, whether they be Democratic, Republican, So-
cialistic, Populistic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have no
place in the conventions of the American Federation of Labor."

While local and central bodies and state federations may
enter into the political field, either independently or otherwise,
it is not within their province to form or become part of a
national political party. (Adopted by the executive council of
the American Federation of Labor at its meeting held in New
York City on Dec. 28, 1918.)

In the last few weeks there have been published certain
situations which exist and certain movements which were about
to be inaugurated. In a few of the cities that situation and
that movement have become accentuated. In Chicago, New

1 From an address by Samuel Gotnpers, President American Federa-
tion of Labor, Reprint, Hearings, Committee on Education, U. S. Senate
on Senate Resolution 382. January 4, 1919 Washington, D. C,